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Book Review
World Class: Teaching and Learning in Global Times by William Gaudelli. Mahwah,
N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publishers, 2003. 214 pp. $22.50 (paper).
ISBN 0-8058-4078-8.
Open up a trade journal, attend an educational conference, or participate in
curriculum planning sessions, and you will likely be inundated with endless ref-
erences to the global village, globalization, world citizenship, or global education.
While those of us who have spent decades focused on aspects of comparative and
international education may welcome this new (or renewed) interest on the part
of practitioners, colleagues, and the popular press, there is a definite need to
establish meaningful linkages between theoretical perspectives on global education
and classroom pedagogy. While academicians extend the theoretical underpinnings
of global education, their practitioner counterparts are charged with the immediate
implementation of those concepts in mandated world studies courses, populated
with students who have rarely traveled beyond their hometowns.
In order further to develop the field of global education, we need more the-
oreticians who appreciate the challenges and complexities experienced in world
studies classrooms. We need more practitioners who are willing to enrich their
content and pedagogy through a greater understanding of the theoretical para-
digms that inform global education. William Gaudelli’s book, World Class: Teaching
and Learning in Global Times, effectively reaches out to both audiences. This book
is focused primarily on issues related to global education as practiced in American
classrooms. It helps us understand how different folks receive different forms of
knowledge through a comparison of teachers’ and students’ perspectives in world
studies classrooms situated in the urban, rural, and suburban secondary schools
of New Jersey.
According to Gaudelli, the purpose of this book is to document the ways in
which we learn about the world and to contribute to this dialogue through an
“ethnographic inquiry into the lives of teachers and students engaged in global
education” (p. xxii). However, Gaudelli does far more than simply describe the
application of global education in the classroom. Through his classroom obser-
vations and interviews with teachers and students, Gaudelli not only uncovers a
very skewed system of transmitting content that appears to depend on teachers’
stereotyped concepts of their students’ socioeconomic and racial/ethnic identities,
but he also refreshingly provides multiple practical examples of how the content
and pedagogy surrounding global education classes can be improved. He further
describes how teachers can inform the field of global education through action
research based in their own classrooms.
To this end Gaudelli has divided his book into three logical and easy to read
segments: “Contexts,” “Problems,” and “Alternatives.” In the first section, “Con-
texts,” Gaudelli provides the reader with a brief historical development of global
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education as a curriculum field, a rationale of why New Jersey is an optimal location
for a study on global education, a brief description of the three schools involved
in this study, and a survey of the socioeconomic and ethnic contexts that define
each of these learning environments. Gaudelli describes inner-city Bart High School
as a place where global education has been reduced to “Trivial Pursuit Pedagogy
and Textbook Domination” (p. 43), rural Valley High School as having an inter-
disciplinary and active learning environment with “Prosocial Interactions and Ad-
ministrative Support,” (p. 53), and suburban Sunny Brook High School with a
focus on “Individuality and Ability Grouping” (p. 56). Significantly Gaudelli does
not rely on his own interpretation of classroom observations to ascertain the ef-
fectiveness of pedagogical methods and the transmission and internalization of
knowledge but rather shares with his readers extensive conversations with teachers
and students immersed in varying modes of global education.
The second section of World Class focuses on the pedagogical problems that
are associated with the various approaches to global education described in the
first section of the book. In particular, Gaudelli examines the anticipated tensions
between global education and the national curriculum, issues related to cultural
relativism and universalism within the global classroom, and how teachers and
students construct their concepts of identity within the context of their classrooms.
World Class concludes with a final section titled, “Alternatives,” which provides
theorists and practitioners alike with perspectives on how to reframe problems
associated with global education by transforming impediments into opportunities
for critical thought and conversation. For example, Gaudelli suggests ways of reo-
rienting pedagogical problems related to nationalism, cultural relativism, and social
identity into teachable moments by focusing on the intersections of human societies
throughout time. Perhaps one of the most important contributions of World Class
to both practitioners and theorists of global education, however, is Gaudelli’s call
for the intellectual development of teachers engaged in world studies. Of particular
interest is his emphasis on the importance of teachers as curriculum creators and
researchers, and the development of community intellectuals who are “defined as
people in the process of developing their capacity, and that of others, to reflectively
frame inquiry, garner evidence, make claims, and draw tentative conclusions about
experiences toward common interests” (p. 151).
As World Class is designed primarily for preservice and graduate-level courses
focusing on social studies, curriculum and instruction, and global/multicultural
education within the U.S. context, our international colleagues will need to provide
their own extrapolations to gain full value from this text. This is unfortunate, as
most of the issues and problems cited in World Class, including global education’s
perceived challenge to nationalistic curriculum, are certainly not unique to the
United States. While this text would not necessarily captivate the attention of those
preoccupied with the development of theoretical perspectives of global education,
it will certainly provide them with ample opportunities to test the validity of those
theories. Likewise, practitioners reading this text may discover numerous examples
of how to effectively, and equitably, teach mandated world studies content while
informing the field through their own action research.
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